Metropolitan Guinea Pig Rescue 2005 Annual Report
Many guinea pigs are purchased from pet stores or are received as gifts and are forced to live in inadequate conditions due to being unwanted or improperly cared for by owners who are not motivated or properly educated.  These guinea pigs are sometimes released to the wild or taken to local animal shelters.  Since guinea pigs are almost completely incapable of caring for themselves these unwanted and abused animals are usually condemned to a painful, miserable, and short life.
Activities and Services
The activities of the Metropolitan Guinea Pig Rescue (MPGR) in 2005 were focused on implementing our mission of preserving and nurturing guinea pigs from unhealthy and abusive situations and rehabilitating them.  Our ultimate goal with every guinea pig that comes into our care is placement in a loving “forever home”.  Our area of service is the Washington, DC metropolitan area including suburban Maryland and Virginia.

MGPR pursues this mission through the following activities:

1. Taking guinea pigs from local animal rescue organizations who are burdened with too many cats and dogs to provide the personal care and interaction required for optimal guinea pig health.

2. Caring for guinea pigs in our custody through a network of foster families who interact with the guinea pigs and determine their state of health and fitness for permanent adoption.

3. Providing veterinary services for guinea pigs in our care including spay and neuter for all guinea pigs that come into our care.

4. Providing a lifetime refuge for guinea pigs that are not suitable for adoption due to health problems.

5. Screening potential adoption families for suitability and providing education in guinea pig care to families selected for adoption.
6. Matching selected adoption families with a suitable guinea pig.

7. Providing a continuing resource of information on the proper care of guinea pigs through direct follow-on contact with our adoption families.

8. Operating a website to advertise our services and educate any interested person in guinea pig care.

9. Providing education in guinea pig care by participating in local animal fairs and events.
In 2005 MGPR provided the following services:
· Took in 65 guinea pigs from local animal shelters.

· Screened 171 adoption applications.

· Held 12 guinea pig “adoption parties” where potential adoption families interact with our guinea pigs.

· Placed 52 guinea pigs in “forever homes”.

· Paid for the spay and neuter of 52 guinea pigs.

· Participated in 3 local animal fairs and pet events where MGPR volunteers advertised our services and provide information on guinea pig care.

· Transported and provided veterinary care for 60 guinea pigs.
· Responded to more than 300 requests for information on guinea pig health and care.
· Implemented a major redesign of our website (www.mgpr.org).
Fund Raising
In 2005 MGPR raised operating funds through the following initiatives:

· Adoption fees paid by adopters of our guinea pigs.  Our fees of $60 for females and $45 for males covers the majority of the cost of the spay or neuter which is required for almost all of our guinea pigs.

· Solicitations on our website for contributions either via check or PayPal.

· Our yearly direct mail solicitation.  Our 2005 solicitation highlighted the story of Nike, one of our great successes from earlier in the year.  This solicitation is attached to this Annual Report.
Statement of Income and Expenses
In 2005 MGPR received $15,585 from the sources listed above.  For 2006, MGPR is a qualified member of the Combined Federal Campaign of the National Capitol Area (#7307).  Distribution Funds received from the CFC will, in turn, be spent on providing the services described above.  
Additional information on the source and use of our funding is contained in the charts below:
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The directors and chief administrators of MGPR are:

· Judi Lainer, Director

· Steve Conard, Director

· Jim Pastorick, Director

· Cindy Conard, Treasurer
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